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remarked, that in consequence of a great depreciation in the 
value of the testator's property having taken place since this 
will was made, the Academy could scarcely entertain a hope 
that this munificent legacy would come into its possession. 

Mr. G. Vale, of New York, exhibited a model of an im- 
proved globe and celestial sphere of his invention, and entered 
into a detailed explanation of its construction and mode of 
using it. 

The instrument was admirably calculated to show the 
manner in which all the problems on both Terrestrial and. 
Celestial Globes may be performed in a simple manner con- 
formable to the real motions of the earth and heavenly 
bodies. 



Stated Meeting, November 19, 1844. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

Eighty species of African Plants of the natural orders Gra- 

mineae, Cyperaceas, Marantaceee, Solaneaceas, Lileaceas, 

Melastomaceae, Combretaceae, Cinchoneaceae, Labiatas, 

Scrophulariaceae, Leguminosae and Compositae. 
Also skins of the following African Birds: 

Buceros buccinator, Temm., Centropus Senegalensis, L. 

Pirenestes ostrinus, Viel., Turtur erythrophrys, Sw. 

Trichophorus , (young,) " chalcospilus, Sw. 

Picus , (young.) 

From the late Dr. Westley Johnson, of Liberia. 
Mounted albino specimen of Sciurus striatus, from Chester 

county, Pennsylvania, and a mounted specimen of Cassicus 

-, from South America. Presented by Dr. C. W. 

Pennock. 
A collection of fossils from the carboniferous limestone of 

Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania. Presented by Dr. 

Alfred T. King, of Greensburg, Pennsylvania. 
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donations to library. 

Four sheets of the Map of New York Bay and Harbour. 
From the U. S. Treasury Department, through A. D. 
Bache, Esq., Superintendent of the U. S. Coast Survey. 

Fauna Peruana, containing " Avium et Mammalium con- 
spectus, quae in Republica Peruana reperiuntur, et ple- 
raque observata vel collecta sunt in itinere a Dr. J. J. de 
Tschudi." From the Author. 
Also the following works from the same Author : 

Ueber die Urienwohner von Peru. Von Dr. J. J. von 
Tschudi. 

Diagnosen einiger neuer Peruanischer Vogel. Von Dr. von 

Tschudi. 
Classification der Batrachier mit berucksichtegung der fos- 

silien thiere dieser abtheilung der Reptilien. Von J. J. 

Tschudi. 4to. Neuchatel, 1838. 



A letter was read from Dr. Tschudi, dated Hamburg, Sep- 
tember 18, 1S44, accompanying the above donation of his 
works. 

Professor Johnson read a continuation of his paper on the 
methods of determining the calorific powers of combustible 
bodies. 



Dr. Morton exhibited an interesting and numerous collec- 
tion of fossil bones of the Mosasaurus, from New Jersey, con- 
sisting of 38 nearly perfect vertebrae, a perfect tooth, several 
fragments of other bones, and perhaps the most remarkable 
of all, a perfect coprolite, or portion of fossil excrement of 
this animal. 

These had all been recently obtained from the ferruginous 
sand near Mount Holly, New Jersey, and were presented to 
Dr. Morton by Mr. Wm. L. Bispham of this city. 

Dr. Morton then proceeded to make some brief observa- 
tions on the general characters of the European Mosasaurus, 
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and pointed out some differences which a comparison of the 
specimens on the table with the descriptions of that, species 
would seem to indicate. 

These differences he believed to be sufficient to authorise 
a new specific name, and he therefore proposed that of 
M. accident alis. 

In the absence, however, of more positive information on 
this subject than he at present possessed, he stated that he 
preferred that this specific designation should be considered 
as merely provisional. 



Meeting for Business, November 26, 1844. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

The Corresponding Secretary read his Report for the last 
month. 

A note was read from Mr. J. Le Conte, of New York, de- 
siring certain numbers of the Proceedings of the Academy, 
which had been lost or mislaid by him. 

On motion, the desired numbers were ordered to be trans- 
mitted to him. 



On motion of Mr. Phillips, it was Resolved, That a com- 
plete copy of the Proceedings be transmitted to Dr. J. J. von 
Tschudi, of Hamburg. 



The following gentlemen were elected members: 

George M. Keim, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

Fernando de Cuesta, Esq. do. 
And 

Jeffries Wyman, M. D., of Boston, was elected a Corres- 
pondent of the Academy. 



